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This issue is not going away 

Saturday 9 July 2017 

• Suspected “Cancer Cluster” 

linked to residents of a road 

adjoining Williamtown Airforce 

base outside Newcastle 

• Suspected exposure – 

Firefighting foams 

• This story is “environmental” 

affecting residents 

• There is also action relating to 

Occupational exposures to 

the same chemicals 



Cancer risks in the workplace 



Environ tobacco smoke – Going Smokefree  



Asbestos 

Mesothelioma in Western Australia by Exposure Category  
(Olsen N et al Med J Aust 2011; 195 (5): 271-274). 



Action on 

Asbestos in 

Australia 

 
No one pretends it is 

perfect but now 

someone has the job 

of doing it 



Occupational Cancer webpages on  

Cancer Council Australia website 

Launched 4 October 2016 

Houses OEC factsheets 

www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/workplace-cancer/ 



Sun exposure in the workplace 

• Each year in Australia, about 200 melanomas and 34 000 non-melanomas are 

caused by being exposed to solar UVR at work. 

• A total of $38.4 million has been paid for sun related workers’ compensation 

claims in Australia from 2000-2009. (cancers = $32.1million; other sun related 

injury $6.3 million) 

• Data from 2009-10 and 2010-11 shows the costs are continuing to increase. 

 
 

 



Only one in five workers (21%) who worked in direct sunlight 
undertook their work outside of peak UV hours to reduce sun 
exposure.  
Close to a fifth of workers (17%) who worked in direct sunlight 
reported that they or their employer did nothing to prevent 
health problems caused by exposure to direct sunlight or 
sunburn.[7] 

 Source: Australian Safety and Compensation Council. National hazard exposure worker surveillance (NHEWS) survey: 2008 results. Canberra, Australia; 

2008 Available from: http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance. 

http://wiki.cancer.org.au/skincancerstats/Settings:_Workplace#cite_note-Citation:Australian_Safety_and_Compensation_Council_2008-7
http://wiki.cancer.org.au/skincancerstats/Citation:Australian_Safety_and_Compensation_Council_2008
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/research/hazard-surveillance/pages/hazard-surveillance


The UV Index 

Live UV Readings in  

recreational and 

 occupational settings 



Case study: Tattoo Inks  

• 49 inks tested by NICNAS, only four 

complied with European standards. 

• Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

(PAHs) found in 1/5 of all samples and 

83% of black inks. 

•  Non-compliant components found; 

including barium, copper, mercury, 

amines and various colourants. 

• In some inks, there was a mismatch 

between the content and the labelling. 

• Not caught by our regulatory system. 

 



Focusing our efforts: diesel engine exhaust 

• Estimated 1.2 million Australian workers 

were exposed in 2011, second to solar 

UVR. 

• About 1.6% of all lung cancer in persons 

15 years or older are estimated to be due 

to occupational exposure to diesel 

engine exhaust. 

• The estimate of 1.6% was explained in 

my letter of 13/10/16 

•  There were 11,114 people diagnosed 

with lung cancer in 2012 in Australia 

• This comes from the AIHW data 

(http://www.aihw.gov.au/acim-books/) 

0.012 (Conservative estimate) * 11,114 = 133 

  

 
 

http://www.aihw.gov.au/acim-books/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/acim-books/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/acim-books/


What’s new: welding fumes 

• April 2017 – Group 2B carcinogen  Group 1 carcinogen.  



Respirable crystalline silica (RCS)  
Next cab off the rank  

• Group 1 carcinogen. 

• Current exposure 

standard in Australia 

for RSC is 0.1mg/m3. 

• ACGIH in 2010 

recommended a level 

of 0.025mg/m3.  

 



“This diagram 
provides a broad 
summary of 
chemical 
regulation in 
Australia and 
includes only 
the main bodies.  
There are many 
other aspects of 
chemical 
regulation…..” !!!! 



NICNAS – under review 

 
• There is new legislation at an advanced stage of review fro the National 

Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS). 
• A Senate enquiry is currently underway 

 
• Positives: increased power for minister and Director 
• Negatives: risk to the IMAP project, lack of public record of exempted 

chemicals and small quantities. 



What next? 

• Cancer Council is looking to engage more in this 
issue via our kNOw Workplace cancer project 

• Outside the workplace: raising the profile of the 
prevention of occupational cancer as a priority issue. 

• Government lobbying and ‘the system’: further 
development of legislative, regulatory and policy 
processes – adopting international best practice.  

• State and national opportunities 
• We welcome input, partners and opportunities to 

do so 


